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any casing, coating, tube or pipe enclosing the same, and any appliances and apparatuses connected
therewith for the purpose of fixing or insulating the same;

(o) “underground telecommunication network” means parts of a telecommunication network or
telecommunication equipment established under the ground and includes ducts, manholes, marker
stones, hand holes, submarine cables, telecommunication line, appliances and apparatuses for the
purposes of establishment or maintenance of the telecommunication network.

)

(2) Words and expressions used in these rules and not defined but defined in the Act, shall have the
meaning respectively assigned to them in the Act.

3.  Application. — (1) These rules shall apply to permissions for right of way for telecommunication network.

ey

(2) Any public entity shall exercise the powers under these rules upon an application made by any facility
provider seeking right of way for telecommunication network.

(3) All applications, notifications, clarifications, permissions, objections or rejections under these rules, shall
be made through the portal to the extent specified under these rules.

4.  Public entity to appoint nodal officer. - Every public entity shall, within a period of thirty days from the date
of notification of these rules, specify its nodal officer on the portal, for the purposes of these rules and any
replacement of such officer shall also be specified on the portal by the concerned public entity within a period of
seven days of such replacement.

5.  Validity and renewal of permission for right of way. — The permission for right of way granted to a facility
provider in respect of the underlying telecommunication network under these rules shall, unless such permission
is terminated in accordance with these rules,—

(a) remain valid for a period coterminous with the term of authorisation or license, or exemption from such
authorisation or license, granted or, as the case may be, exempted, by the Central Government; and

(b) continue to be valid for the term of any renewed authorisation or license, or the term of any renewed
exemption from authorisation or license, renewed or, as the case may be, exempted, by that Government,

in accordance with the provisions of the Telecommunications Act, 2023 (44 of 2023), or the Indian Telegraph
Act, 1885 (13 of 1885), or the rules made thereunder.

CHAPTER II

ESTABLISHMENT, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF UNDERGROUND
TELECOMMUNICATION NETWORK IN PUBLIC PROPERTY

6.  Application by a facility provider. — (1) A facility provider seeking right of way in any public property for
the purposes of establishment, operation or maintenance of underground telecommunication network, shall
submit an application in such form and manner, as provided on the portal, by the concerned public entity which
has ownership, control or management over such public property, along with supporting documents as specified
under sub-rule (3), in such form and manner as may be specified by that public entity.

ey

(2) Where a facility provider requires a survey to be undertaken to enable it to make the application
under sub-rule (1)-

the facility provider shall submit an application in such form and manner as provided on the portal by
the concerned public entity, for seeking permission to conduct such survey; and

the public entity shall, within seven days of receipt of such application, grant permission for such
survey and shall not charge any fee, as specified in Part-1 of the Schedule, to the facility provider for
grant of such permission.

(3) The information along with supporting documents to be provided by the facility provider, through the
portal, in the application made under sub-rule (1) shall include-

(a) a copy of the authorisation under the Telecommunications Act, 2023 (44 of 2023), or license
under the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 (13 of 1885), granted by the Central Government, or
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exemption from such authorisation or license, as the case may be;
(b) details of the underground telecommunication network proposed to be laid;

(c) if the right of way pertains to existing telecommunication network, a copy of as-built drawings
of such telecommunication network;

(d) details of the mode of and the estimated duration for execution of the work;

(e) details of the estimated time of the day when the work is expected to be done, in case the
facility provider expects the work to be done during specific time of the day;

(f) details of the estimated expenses the public entity may incur in consequence of the work
proposed to be undertaken by the facility provider;

(g) details of the inconvenience that is likely to be caused to the public and the specific measures
proposed to be taken to mitigate such inconvenience;

(h) details of the specific measures proposed to be taken to ensure public safety during the execution
of the work;

(i) details of the need of facility provider for access to the telecommunication network sought to be
established, for operating and maintaining such network;

(j) names and contact details of the employees of the facility provider for the purposes of
communication in regard to the application made; and

(k) details of any other matter relevant, in the opinion of the facility provider, connected with or
related to the work proposed to be undertaken.

(4) Every application under sub-rule (1), shall be accompanied with fee as specified in Part-1 of the
Schedule:

Provided that no fee, charge, rent, annuity, or any other financial levy or contribution or compensation in
any form, shall be applicable for right of way related to any underground telecommunication network
pertaining to any project notified by the Central Government.

7.  Grant of permission by public entity . — (1) Upon examination of an application received under sub-rule (1)
of rule 6, the public entity may-

(a)

(b)

ey

seek clarifications or further documents, as may be required, through the portal, within a period of
thirty days from the date of receipt of such application:

Provided that the public entity shall seek all such clarifications and additional documents, if any, in
one consolidated requisition; and

grant permission within a period of sixty-seven days from the date of receiving the application or
proceed in the manner specified in sub-rule (3) and sub-rule (4).

(2) The permission granted by the public entity shall-

(a) ensure that the area or cross-section of the underground telecommunication network for which
right of way is granted shall be the length of duct multiplied by the diameter of the duct
multiplied by the number of ducts;

(b) specify whether the permission is subject to the undertaking and bank guarantee for
restoration of property under clause (a) of sub-rule (8) read with sub-rule (9), or compensation
for any damage as specified in clause (b) of sub-rule (8); and

(c) specify other conditions including the time, and measures to mitigate public inconvenience or
enhance public safety, the mode of execution of the right of way and the conditions relating to
the needs of operation and maintenance of the telecommunication network so established:

Provided that the public entity shall give due consideration to the mode of execution as specified by the
facility provider under clause (d) of sub-rule (3) of rule 6.

(3) Where the public entity has reasons to reject the application for right of way, it shall upload, within a
period of forty-five days from the date of receipt of the application, such reasons on the portal and the
facility provider shall respond to such reasons on the portal, within a period of fifteen days therefrom.



