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The Board of Revenue has decided 1235 cases in January 2018 against 780 cases in December 2017. This is the highest case disposal since July 2017. Case disposal since July 2017 was the following:

	S No
	Month
	Disposal

	1
	July 2017
	577

	2
	August 2017
	658

	3
	September 2017
	675

	4
	October 2017
	844

	6
	November 2017
	832

	7
	December 2017
	780

	8
	January 2018
	1235


The doubling of decisions from July 2017 to January 2018 was possible with the streamlining of the work of Registry by (a) ensuring the number of completed cases to be listed before the Single Benches / Double Benches are significantly enhanced (b) intense follow-up on the cause lists of reference cases of common lands and mandir lands. 
The total case pendency of the Board of Revenue has come down from 65550 cases in July 2017 to 63597 cases in January 2018. 

A Larger Bench of the Board of Revenue clarified in December 2017 in the case of Ali Sher vs State of Rajasthan that the judgment of the Hon’ble High Court in the Abdul Rehman vs State of Rajasthan would be binding on Revenue Courts. This has enabled the Board of Revenue’s Single Bench hearing Reference cases to decide hundreds of cases for protection of Rajasthan’s common lands in January 2018. 
The Double Benches of the Board of Revenue have decided an average 5 appeals/ sitting. This has enhanced the decision making capacities of the Board of Revenue as the decision from the Double Benches were hitherto quite limited. Further in the Double Bench, priority has been accorded to protection of rights of women, clarity in interpretations of the Hindu Succession laws and the Transfer of Property Act. Placing the litigant at the centrality of the Justice Delivery System, the Board has heard arguments in several afternoon sittings, sending out the message that if the Counsels are ready to argue their cases, the Bench will always be available to hear them for speedy justice. 

While the Board of Revenue and the Revenue Appellate Authorities have been holding sittings in continuum, there have been questions raised on the predictability and consistency in Court sittings at the Trial Court level. SDO courts have been advised to conduct sittings from Monday to Wednesday 1030 am to 1.30 pm, cause lists must contain 90-100 cases (with 20 cases in arguments, 20 cases in miscellaneous applications for Legal Respondents, 10 cases in evidence, 10 cases for framing issues, 10 cases in preliminary decrees, 10 cases of temporary injunction applications and 10 cases for final decrees). SDO’s have been further advised to ensure sittings if cause-lists have been issued and cases must move forward if there is a regular sitting. Evidence must be recorded in all cases where witnesses attend Court. 

To improve the quality of judgment writing in Trial Courts, SDO’s have been advised to ensure that in all Suits the provisions of the Civil Procedure Code (CPC) must be followed. Judgment writing must be in accordance with Order 20 Rule 5 of CPC and issue based judgments must be given. In all cases where citations have been presented by the Advocates, the Trial Court must give a specific para on the citation so that the interpretation being made is clear to both the Plaintiff and the Defendant. 

The Board of Revenue is in consultation with the Department of Personnel and the HCMRIPA for conducting a workshop on Judgment Writing for SDO’s as 170 SDO’s promoted from Rajasthan Tehsildar Service to the Rajasthan Administrative Service working as SDO’s have expressed a felt need for such a workshop.

The Rajasthan Revenue Courts Grid has been launched on November 2, 2017 and currently covers 902 Revenue Courts. Nearly 2 lac judgments have been placed online. The Board of Revenue has placed 2265 judgments online. The response to this initiative has been overwhelmingly positive. 
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